Aldbury Parish Council

Notice of conclusion of audit

Annual Governance & Accountability Return for the year ended 31 March 2020

Sections 20(2) and 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (S 2015/234)

Accounts and Audit (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2020 (Sl 2020/404)

(@)

(0)

The audit of accounts for Aldbury Parish Council for the year ended 31
March 2020 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

The Annual Governance & Accountability Return is available for
inspection by any local government elector of the area of Aldbury Parish
Council on application to:
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Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £ S (c) for each
copy of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return.

Announcement made by: (d) @.-O,Q‘\-—\R Uiy ii\& thaith (,LP/@J
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Date of announcement: (e) 2 %—\k’ N ovembex” 09,0
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This notice and Sections 1,2 & 3
of the AGAR must be published
by 30 November. This must
include publication on the
smaller authority’s website.
The smaller authority must
decide how long to publish the
Motice for; the AGAR and
external auditor report must be
publicly available for 5 years.

(a) Insert the name, position and
address of the person to whom
local government electors should
apply to inspect the AGAR

(b

—

Insert the hours during which
inspection rights may be
exercised

Insert a reasonable sum for
copying costs

(c

{d) Insert the name and position of
person placing the notice

(e) Insert the date of placing of the
notice




ion 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2019/20

knowledge as the members of;
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iponsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of inlernal control, including arrangements for

:paration of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, lo the best of our knowledge and belief, with
t to the Accounting Statements for the vear ended 31 March 2020, that:
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provide sxplanations to the extemal auditor on a separate sheet for each "No’ response and describe how lhe
¢ will address the weaknesses identified. These sneels must be published with the Annual Governance Stalemenl.
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2019/20 for

1. Balances brought
forward

ALDBDURY PARSH CoUNCIL

¢ Total balances and reserves ai the beginning of lhe year |
| @s recorded mw the financial records. Value must agree o |
| Box 7 of previous yesar. i

2. {+} Precept or Rates and J

Levies

_‘ Total amourt of precept {or for IDBs rates and lovies) :

i i
| O , | —
58,334 (59, 314 |
I
! | received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

;,\:{-}OQC‘ 20} 06(; | received.

3. {+) Total other receipls

4, (-) Staff costs

! _ | Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less i

19 A | the precept or ratesievies received {line 2. Include any |
i i L i
‘29 q‘z‘b Ilo}gqg | grants received,

| Total expenditure or paymenis made lo and on behall
¢ of all emplayees. include gross salaries and wagss,

| employers NI contrnibutions, employers pension

| contributions. gratuities and severance paymenis.
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5. {+] Loan interesticapital
repayments

- Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
O 06 | made duning the year on the authonty's borrowings (if any}. |
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&, {-} Al other payments

: Total experr&fure or paymenis as recorgded in the cash- |
5 i (OOCC | book less staif cosis fiine 4) and loan interes/capita! {
| repayments {ling 5).
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7. {=) Balagnces camed
forward

| Total balances and reserves al the end of the year. Must !
| equal (1+243) - (4+5+8). i
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. Total value of cash and
shorl term investiments

| The sum of alf curren! and deposit bank accounts. cash |
: holdings and short team investments held as at 31 March —
| To agree with bank reconciliation. |

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
ang asseis

59819 1% 15 |
| The value of all the property ihe aummty owns - il is made-_

44—1 -:l_eg ii‘l :1_6(; up of afl its fixed assets and long torm invesimenis as al
f 31 March.

16, Total borrovangs

The outstanding capital balance as & 31 March of all Koaras

1. {For Local Councils Only) Discloswra note
re Trust funds (including charitable}

ceriify that for ihe vear ended 31 March 2020 the Accounting
tatements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
ietum have been prepared on either 2 receipts and paymenis |
r income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
sovemnance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities —
ractiioners’ Guide 1o Proper Praclices and present fairly
1e financial position of this authority.

igned by Responsible Financial Officer before being
resented (o the authorty for approval
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| 1 confirm that these Accouniing Statements were
| approved by this authority on this date:
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Section 3 — External Auditor Report and Certificate 2019/20
In respect of _ Aldbury Parish Council — HT0003

1 Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

e summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2020; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as

external auditors.

QOur responsibility is to review Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance
with guidance issued by the National Audit Office (NAQ) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note
below). Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK
& Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would do. -

2 External auditor report 2019/20

Except for the matters reported below, on the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR),
in our opinion the information in Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our
attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review. Please ensure that amendments are corrected in the prior year
comparatives when completing next year’s AGAR:

e Information received from the smaller authority indicates that assets purchased during the year have not been included in Section 2, Box
9.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

e We note that Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return were approved on 06/07/2020 but that the public
rights period did‘not commence until 01/09/2020. The period set is not strictly in contravention of the timing permitted under the

legislation introduced as a result of Covid-19, but it should be noted that this year's extension to allow later public inspection was

intended to allow for authorities who were not able to approve their AGAR until as late as the statutory deadline of 31 August 2020.

Regulation 12 (3) of the Accounts and Audit Regs 2015 (signing and approval of the statement of accounts for Category 2 authorities)
requires the Responsible Financial Officer, as soon as practicable after the date on which the authority complies with regulation 12 (2c)
{re. accounts approved and signed following meeting), to do the following on behalf of the smaller authority:

a) commence the period for the exercise of public rights in accordance with re[?uiation 14 and regulation 15; and

b) notify the local auditor of the date on which that period was so commenced.

We fully appreciate the difficulties arising as a result of coronavirus restrictions; however, please consider the requirements of the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, when setting the date for the approval of the AGAR in relation to the public rights period in future
years.

e Inthe completicn of their detailed report, the internal auditor has drawn attention to significant weaknesses in relation to certain
internal controls including payroll approval procedures and risks not being included in the risk assessment carried out. The smaller
authority must ensure that action is taken to address all recommendations made by the internal auditor in a timely manner.

3 External auditor certificate 2019/20

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability
Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
March 2020.

External Auditor Name

'PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
External Auditor Signature NG oI OE Date 23/11/2020

* Note: the NAO issued guidance applicable to external auditors’ work on limited assurance reviews for 2019/20 in Auditor
Guidance Note AGN/02. The AGN is available from the NAO website (www.nao.org.uk)
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